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authorities.    He enlisted for life, and could look forward
to being permitted to leave the service on a small pension
only when ill-health or age at last made him useless.   As
a rule, he could neither read nor write.    There was then no
daily newspaper press recounting to every town and village
in the three kingdoms the doings of his regiment,  men-
tioning even his own name should he distinguish him-
self ;  no associations for the help of the sick and wounded ;
no lady-nurses venturing from dainty homes into the rough
scenes of war; no frequent post bringing him letters and
papers from the fatherland to show him that he was the
object of kindly solicitude to his native country.   When
he was carried away into service abroad, it was not in
a roomy steam-transport, but in a sloop or brig drawn
perhaps from the coasting trade.     And yet in spite of all
these wants, of many of which he was happily unconscious,
in spite, too, of pipe-clay and blackball,, of plastering his
queue, and burnishing his musket, he could be trained into
an excellent soldier, and he went through his hardships
with that endurance and boldness which more than restored
the reputation of the British army.

On the 12th July 1808 the small expeditionary force set
sail from Cork, and met with no mishap until it came to
anchor off the coast of Gallicia. Owing to some uncertainty
as to the state of aifairs in the Peninsula, the disembarka-
tion was delayed for a few days, and the transports moved
southward to the Portuguese coast. The young ensign of the
36th regiment, cooped up in a small brig, had been in the
surgeon's hands, and continued still an invalid. But at
the order for landing his kit was soon packed. Like the
other officers he took ashore three days' provisions, beside                  Bthe
